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A Guide to Creating Your Amazon Author Page

Why do it?
One of the best ways to promote your work on Amazon is to create an Author Page. It’s where
millions of readers can learn more about you, see and buy all your books, and find details of
your website, blog and social media if you have them. It will allow you to:

• Show what else you’ve written. If a reader loves one of your books, they’ll want to read
more.

• Establish your credentials as an author

• Direct readers to your website and social media profiles

• Link and drive traffic to your blog

• Invite readers to receive your updates by enabling the ‘follow author’ button

• Add an author video or book trailer to get people interested in you and your book

• Share information about yourself that will be interesting to your readers 

All these things will help you build an engaged community or fanbase, which in turn will help
sell more copies of your books!

Here’s the Amazon Author Page for bestselling-author JK Rowling (click here to see the entire
page https://www.amazon.co.uk/J-K-
Rowling/e/B000AP9A6K?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1621238878&sr=1-1
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How to Do It
Here’s a quick guide to setting up your profile. It should only take 10 minutes to get started.
You can then take your time in adding extras. 

What You’ll Need
• Your Amazon username and password

• The ISBN(s) of your book(s)

• An author picture saved on your desktop as a jpeg 

• A short biography of yourself, plus the URL of your website, details of your social media, a
feed to your blog, book trailers and author videos if you have them

Step 1 – Set up an Author Central Account
First, you’ll need to sign up for an Author Central account. Note: Your book must be available
for purchase on Amazon to set up an Author Central Amazon Account.

1 Authors based in the UK, go to https://author.amazon.co.uk/home
and click ‘Join for free’
Authors based in the US, go to https://authorcentral.amazon.com/

and click ‘Join for free’
2 Sign in with your Amazon username and password. If you don’t have an account, select ‘I

am a new customer’ and follow the prompts.
3 Read the Terms and Conditions, then click ‘Accept’.
4 Enter your author name or book title into the search field. A list of possible books will

appear. 
5 Select any one of your books to create the account. If your book is not on the list, you can

search for it by ISBN. You just need to select one book for now. Once your account is set up
you can add more.

6 Amazon will send you a confirmation email to prompt you to finish creating the account.
This can take up to seven days as Amazon may contact your publisher to verify your
identity. While you’re waiting, you can start adding information to your Author Page.

Step 2 – Add your biography
This is where you can tell potential readers a little bit about yourself. It should be engaging and
succinct (we recommend no more than around 300 words). Your bio should also mention where
people can find you on social media and your website and blog. 

Click here for some top tips on How to Write a Killer Author Bio https://blog.reedsy.com/author-bio/

To add your biography:

1 Click on the Profile tab, find ‘Your Biographies’, and click ‘Add bio’. (If you already have
one, you’ll see an ‘Edit’ button instead.)

2 Enter your biography into the space provided. TIP: We recommend you write your
biography offline first (eg in a word document) then paste it into your Author Profile,
rather than keying it straight in. This will allow you to check for errors.

3 Click ‘Preview biography’ to check your biography, then click ‘Save biography’.
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Step 3 – Add an author photo
This is a great way of personalising your Author Page. You can go for a professional headshot
like the examples below, a picture with your family, a photo of you at a literary event, or
anything else that relates to your author brand. You can add up to 8 images. Just make sure
that the images are good quality and not pixelated.

To add your author photo

1 Make sure your photo is a JPEG or PNG file and at least 300 x 300 pixels
2 On the Profile tab, click ‘Upload New Photo’. If you already have a photo and want to

update it, click the blue pencil icon.
3 Select a picture from your computer and click ‘Open’.
4 Click ‘Publish’.
5 To add more photos, go to the profile tab, click ‘Upload New Media’, select the photo

from your computer and click ‘Open’.

Once your account is set up you can further customise your Author Page by
adding more books and extras such as a feed to your blog, plus videos and
reviews… 

Step 4 – Add more books
To add more books to your Author Page:

1 Select the ‘Books’ tab on your Author Central dashboard and click the blue button labelled
‘Add a Book’.

2 Then search for your books by your name, your book title, or the ISBN.

TIP: Make sure you link every version of your book to your Author Page, including hardcovers,
paperbacks, ebooks and audiobooks.
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Step 5 – Add videos
Videos are another way of showing off you and your work to readers. Videos might include a
book trailer, a public reading or author interview. NOTE: Your video must be in one of the
following formats: mov, mpg, avi, flv, or wmv. It must be under 500MB and less than ten
minutes long.

1 Go to the Author Central profile tab and look for ‘photos and videos’.
2 Click ‘Upload New Media’.
3 Select the photo or video from your computer.
4 Click ‘Open’. 

Step 6 – Add your blog feed
This is a great way of further personalising your Author Page. It will also help increase traffic to
your blog. 

1 Go to the ‘Blogs’ tab and select ‘Add blog’. 
2 Enter the RSS address for your blog (not the actual website URL) and click ‘Add’. 

To find your blog RSS address, view the page source on your blog and use the ‘find’
feature (command + F for Macs, or ctrl + F for Windows) and search for ‘RSS’.

Step 7 – Add editorial reviews (US only)
Reader recommendations are one of the best ways of promoting your book. The Editorial
Reviews feature of Amazon Author Central allows you to post reviews on your book’s product
page.

To add reviews:

1 Select the ‘Books’ tab on your Author Central dashboard
2 Choose the book for which you’re adding a review
3 Select ‘Add’ next to ‘Review’ and follow the formatting guidelines
4 Preview the review and, when you’re happy with it, click ‘Save changes’

Note: reviews should include the name of the reviewer and a qualifier in bold print like in the
image below:

Also note: this feature is only available in the US (Amazon.com)
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Step 8 – Customize your Author Page URL
To help drive fans and potential readers to your Author Page, you can add a link to it on your
website and social media sites. To make your Author Page URL look more professional, you can
customize it to make it clean and simple (instead of having a long collection of numbers, letters,
and symbols).

For example:

Regular URL: www.amazon.com/author/joe-bloggs/c/W9G3J/b?Q_1Nj/3k-1
Customized URL: www.amazon.com/author/joe-bloggs

To customize your URL, you’ll need to sign up for a link branding service. Many of them are
free, and if you only need it for your Amazon Author Page, then a free account will be
sufficient.

Here are a few link branding websites that have free plans:

• Rebrandly – https://www.rebrandly.com/

• Cuttly – https://cutt.ly/

• Short.io – https://short.io/

Step 9 – Update your international accounts
You can also sign up to various international Author Centrals here:

• United Kingdom: https://authorcentral.amazon.co.uk

• Germany: https://authorcentral.amazon.de

• Japan: https://authorcentral.amazon.co.jp

• France: https://authorcentral.amazon.fr

Amazon automatically creates Author Pages for the following countries as long as your books
are available there:

• Brazil

• India

• Italy

• Spain

• Australia

• Canada

• Mexico

Step 10 – Keep it fresh
To keep your Author Page looking professional you should continue to update it. Continue to
add your most recent projects, tweak your author bio and add new photos and videos to keep
them current, and make sure your website and social media information are up to date.

For a recap on how to set up your Author Central Account and Author Page, click the YouTube
link below. This video will also show you handy features in Author Central, such as how to
view sales ranks and reviews.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jF5gOpYpak
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