A Guide to Creating your Goodreads Author Page
Why do it?
Creating an author page on Goodreads – as well as on Amazon – gives you a
better online presence, so if someone Googles your name, there’s a good
chance they’ll end up on your author page. It’s where millions of readers can
learn more about you, see and buy all your books, and find details about your
website, blog and social media accounts if you have them. It also helps you
interact directly with readers and build an engaged fanbase, using the likes of
Goodreads’ Ask the Author feature.
Click here (or see below) for an example of the Goodreads Author page of
bestselling author Dan Brown:
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How to Do It
Here’s a quick guide to setting up your profile.

What You’ll Need
Any author, anywhere in the world, can join the Goodreads Author Program
and create a Goodreads Author Page for free. All you need is:

• A Goodreads account
• A published (or soon-to-be published) book that can be found in the
Goodreads database

• An author picture saved on your desktop as a JPEG or PNG file
• A short biography of yourself, plus the URL of your website, details of
your social media accounts, a feed to your blog, book trailers and author
videos if you have them.

The steps on the following pages will show you how to set up a Goodreads
account, get it verified as an Author Page and start using Goodreads as
an author.
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Step 1 – Create a Goodreads account
(If you already have a Goodreads account, skip to Step 2)
1
Go to www.goodreads.com/user/sign_up and create an account via one
of four options: via Facebook, Amazon, Apple or with an email address.
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If you choose to create an account using your pre-existing Facebook,
Amazon or Apple account, Goodreads will use these accounts to create your
Goodreads profile automatically. Any time you want to sign in to your account
again in the future, you will be able to do so by clicking on the relevant button
(‘Continue with Facebook’, ‘Continue with Amazon’ etc.) as shown above.
3
If you choose to create an account by signing up with your email
address, when signing up, you will have to enter your first and last name
(make sure this matches the name your books are published under), your
email address, and create a password.
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Step 2 – Search Goodreads for your most popular book
1
Make sure you are signed in to your Goodreads account – the one you
want to be linked with your Author Page.
2
Go to the top of the Goodreads homepage (www.goodreads.com), look
for the search bar and search for your most popular book via its ISBN, ASIN or
title:
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Click on your book when it appears.

This will bring you to your book’s individual Goodreads page. On this
page, click on your author name.
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Clicking on your name will bring you to your author page. This is
automatically created when a book of yours gets loaded into the Goodreads
database. At the moment, this author page is not linked to your Goodreads
account. We are now going to link it to your Goodreads account that
you just created, so that you can personalise and manage this page
yourself.
5
Scroll to the bottom of your author page until you see: ‘Is this you? Let
us know!’
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Click on ‘Let us know’.
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Step 3 – Submit your Goodreads Author Program application
1

After you click on ‘Let us know’, you will be brought to a page like this:

2
This page will ask you for some more information, and to confirm that
you are the publisher of all of the books under your name that are featured in
the Goodreads database.
You will need to provide the following information:

• The email address linked to your Goodreads account
• The email address of your most recent publisher •

michael@greenhillbooks.com
The link to your publisher’s website - www.greenhillbooks.com

3
To speed up the verification process, on this page you can also connect
your Goodreads account to your Facebook account (but this isn’t a
requirement).
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4
On this page, you will also find a list of books associated with you as an
author. You will be asked to select which books in the list are yours. Simply tick
the box next to a title to confirm that this is your book. Clicking ‘Select all’ will
tick all of the boxes in this list.
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At the bottom of this page, you also have the choice to list any books
that you have also authored that weren’t featured on the above list, so that
these are featured on your Author Page. You should type these into the text
box provided using their ISBN13 or their ASIN (if available).

Note that any additional books that you want to add to your Author Page must
already be featured in the Goodreads database. To find out if a book is in the
Goodreads database, you can search for it via the search bar at the top of the
page. If the book does not appear when you search for it, it is not in the
Goodreads database.
If a book of yours is not in the Goodreads database, send Greenhill Books an
email and we will look into this for you.
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6
Once you have provided all of the necessary information, click ‘Submit
Application’ at the bottom of the page.
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Your application for your Goodreads Author Page is now complete!

Goodreads will send you an email within 2 business days to let you
know that you have been approved. You should also check your junk mail
folder in case the email has gone to this folder instead of your main inbox.
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Step 4 – Finding and personalising your Goodreads Author
Page
1
Once you have been approved, your Goodreads Author Page will be
ready and all of your books should be listed on your profile.
2
Now you can add more information to your Author Page, such as a
photograph, a link to your website or your blog, links to any social media
accounts, information about the type of books that you publish and an ‘About
me’ section. See the end of Step 4 for tips on personalising your page.

3
To find your Author Page and edit the information on it, go to
www.goodreads.com and make sure you are signed in to your account. Then,
click on the icon in the top right corner, then select ‘Profile’, as shown below:

Your name
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4
When you reach your Author Page, you should have the option to edit
your profile by clicking ‘edit profile’. This is where you can add your author
biography, links to your website or social media, your author photograph etc.

Your name

5
Edit your profile to your liking and click ‘Save Profile Settings’ at the
bottom of the page. You can go in and edit your profile at any time.

Tips on personalising your Goodreads author Page
‘About me’
This is a biography section, where you can tell potential readers a little bit
about yourself. It should be engaging and succinct (we recommend no more
than around 300 words). It should also mention where people can find you on
social media and your website and blog.
Click here for some top tips on How to Write a Killer Author Bio: https://
blog.reedsy.com/author-bio/
Author photo
This is a great way of personalising your Author Page. You can go for a
professional headshot, like the examples below, a picture with your family, a
photo of you at a literary event, or anything else that relates to your author
brand. Just make sure that the images are good quality, is a JPEG or PNG
file and is at least 300 x 300 pixels.
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To upload your author photo, go to ‘edit profile’ (point 4 above) and look for
this image on the right-hand side of the page. Click ‘choose file’ to select any
image saved on your computer to upload an image.

Ask the Author
The Ask the Author function on your Author Page allows Goodreads users to
submit questions to your page, which you can answer publicly in an Ask the
Author space on your page. To enable this function, go to your Author Page
and change the toggle in the Ask the Author section from Off to On.
Goodreads suggests adding a personal message letting readers know when or
for how long you will be available.
See here for 5 tips on using this feature: https://www.goodreads.com/blog/
show/582-five-tips-for-using-ask-the-author-on-goodreads.
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Step 5 – Keep it fresh
To keep your Author Page looking professional, you should continue to update
it. Keep adding information about your most recent projects and tweaking your
author bio in the ‘About me’ section. You should also make sure your website
and social media information are up to date.

Help and Support
For a recap on how to set up your Goodreads Author Page, click the YouTube
link below. This video will also show you handy features and give you some
great tips about your Author Page:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JuTX1AL_EvQ

You can also visit the following Goodreads pages for more support and FAQs
about the Author Program, or about Goodreads in general:
https://help.goodreads.com/s/
https://www.goodreads.com/author/program
https://help.goodreads.com/s/global-search/author%20program
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